Famous Art Pieces Remain from Hotel's Fine Collection by Naval Postgraduate School
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
DSpace Repository
History of Hotel Del Monte Hotel Del Monte Grounds and Buildings collection
1965-01
Famous Art Pieces Remain from Hotel's Fine Collection
Monterey, California, Naval Postgraduate School
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/66516
This publication is a work of the U.S. Government as defined in Title 17, United
States Code, Section 101. Copyright protection is not available for this work in the
United States.
Downloaded from NPS Archive: Calhoun
Page Twel ... e THE CLASSMATE DECEMBER 1964 - JANUARY 1965 
Tltis unique pointing , a mop 01 tlte Peninsula complet. with sea serpen's , 
was done by Francis McComas and was a par' 01 tne or' gallery 
One 01 tne more lamous 01 local worls 01 ar,;s tllis diorama, " La Noy;at." 
(Tit. Brid.), don. by J o Mora and displayed ;n tit. Copper Cup Room. 
01 'he old Del Monte Hotel . 
fAmous ART PIECES REmAin fRom HOTEl'S finE COllfCTlon 
To those of you who are new-and to 
many of the Ilo idtimers"_the buildings of 
the USN Postgraduate School may hold a 
particular fascination. 
Once the fabulous Del Monte Hotel , the 
buildings have a linge ring atmosphere of 
past elegance and splendor. The hotel was 
the playground for the wealthy and the 
famous, and its magnificent grounds and 
elaborate recrea tional facilities were known 
the world ' round. 
The hotel was famous in another respect 
-its art gallery was ano ther factor which 
made the hotel a mecca for the discriminat-
ing traveler. Although the ga llery is no 
longer in existence, many interesting pieces 
of art remain in the School. 
One example is the diorama enti tled lILa 
Noviate" (The Bride) which is located in 
the Copper Cup Room. Mou nted on horse-
back, the bridal couple o f the Spanish pe-
riod of California history is pictured leaving 
the church after the wedding. Accompany-
ing them are the bride's father and best 
man. Most of the guests ar ri ved at the wed-
ding 011 ho rses and the bridal couple always 
left for their new home mounted on horse-
back. It has been said that ea rl y Califor-
nians rode litera ll y from the crad le to the 
grave. 
The diora was done by J o Mora, the 
famed western scu lptor, and the figures, 
which are life-sized, were first molded in 
clay and then cast in artificial stone and 
painted . 
A short ride up the elevator in Herrmann 
Hall to the fourth fl oor will reveal a unique 
room complete with a fireplace and a wall-
size painting. This rathe r di fferent seascape 
was painted directly all the wall by Ferdi-
nand Burgdorff. The artist also painted 
several other seascapes which he presented 
to a former Superintendent of the Post-
gradua te School. These now line the walls 
of the mezzanine. 
In the lobby of Herrmann Hall, two 
other paintings of interest can be found . 
One is a map of the Monterey Peninsula, 
comple te with sea serpents and old sailing 
\'essels. This map, as well as its companion 
piece on the opposite wall, is signed by 
Francis McComas. 
Leaving the lobby and moving through 
the long hall adjacent to the chapel, one 
This pointing , which nongs of 'he heoel 01 'he 
stoi,s leading Irom the main lobby, symbolizes 
the supremacy 01 tne German Navy. It was toA.n 
Irom the wardroom 01 rhe Von Steuben, 
a German .... sse/. 
cannot help but be impressed by the wall 
or colored tile in the spacious ballroom. 
The coat of arms, work.ed in ti le, contains 
the words IIDei Monte" and what looks lik.e 
an unused fountain resides at the base of 
the waiL 
The colored tile, which is used so exten-
sively throughout the School, is noticed as 
one walks down the steps from the main 
lobby to the basement. The stone stairs, 
themselves worn from much use, contain 
colored tile insets. A huge picture over-
looking the stairway symbolizes the naval 
supremacy of the German Navy and was, 
ironically enough, taken from the wardroom 
of the Von Steuben, a German vessel cap-
tured during World War n. 
The Del Monte Art Gallery opened in 
1917 and was established by the manage· 
ment for the purpose of giving the painters 
and sculptors of California an exhibition 
hall and salesroom for their work.. Prices 
ranged from $15 to $1,000. The five·mil-
lion-dollar fire which almost destroyed the 
famous hotel did not damage the paintings 
and objects of art. The firefighters removed 
the contents of the art ga llery, and six and 
a half hours later the main portion of the 
building was in ashes. Rising from the ashes 
of the old hotel , the new Del Monte Hotd 
was, architecturally speaking, more pleasing 
to the eye than the old Victorian style hotel 
with its elaborate gingerbread detail. 
The Classmate is distributed through the 
Student Mai l Center and Central Files. The 
magazi ne usually comes out during the first 
week. of each month. If you are not getting 
your copy, check. first with your husband, 
lhen the Edilors, 384-8 I 06 or 372-2466. 
